october 15, 199

cet steve Cottey, Gare Smith, Jomn Bargeron
Anb. Davidow, John Hamilton, ARA/CEN, ARA/CAR, Amb. Bal



Octoer 12, 1996
Tos DRL - Steve Cotfey
Fron: DRL - George Lister)

subjec

Pena Gomez - Nicaraguan Sandinistas

This morning T finally reached Pena Gomez of the Dominican Republic.

We have called each other, without success, over the past few days. fe
is now in Miami (305-445-7821), and claime his recent New York surgery
has been successful. e sounded quite good.

Pena had one urgent message on the Nicaraguan elections. He said he
has been in close touch with the Sandinistas,pushing them to moderate
their radical views and to take a more friendly position vis-a-vis the
USG. Pena feels Daniel Ortega and others have responded favorably, and
he urges that we do the same in our public statements on the elections.
Pena enphasized that his message is very important, because at this mo-
ment there is great risk of misunderstanding in USG-Sandinista relations.
Pena said he is certain the FSIA is no longer a threat to the U.S., and
that it vould be in our interests to take a more relaxed and modorate
stance. Pena added that he had promised the FSLN to pass on this message
€0 the Department, and that he would now call Managua to toll Ortega that
he had done so. I promised Pena to convey his message immediately, but
of course without making any policy comitment.

Pana plans to return to the Daninican Republic in about ten or fifteen

aays, but does not expect,to become politically active until next year.

cet John Shattuck, Gare Smith, John Bargeron, Peter Bicher
bavidow, John flamilton, ARA/CEN, Amb. Babbitt
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Daniel Ortega’s Second Act
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